
(Ireland.) 



A 

BILL 

To allow all Dissenters from the Established Church in Ireland, 
known by the name of Presbyterian Protestants, to make 
Oath in all cases in Courts of Justice, and other Places where 
an Oath is required, by swearing -with uplifted hand. 



[Note.-The Words printed in Italics are proposed to be inserted 
in the Committee.] 



rt'<£»ca£ a certain class of Protestants in Ireland, known Premble. 
by the name of Presbyterians, entertain conscientious 
scruples against taking an Oath in the form in which it is usually 
administered in Courts of Justice and other places in Ireland, by 
, laying their hands upon and kissing the Holy Scriptures : And uherea 
the relief extended in such respect to a certain denomination of such 
Dissenters, distinguished by the name of Seceders, by an Act ot 
the late Irish Parliament, passed in the twenty-first an w y 
second years of the reign of Geobge the Third, intituled, An Act 
10 for the Relief of His Majesty’s Protestant Dissenting Subjects called 
Seceders,” is not only partial in the extent of relief thereby granted 
but also restricted to the class of persons particularly designated 
therein : And whereas it is expedient that not only the said pe sons 
called Seceders, but also all other classes of Presbyterians in Iiela. , 

,5 should he fully relieved in such matter of conscieuce ; 

tnatta, by The QUEEN’, most Excellent Mas esty by mid with die 
Advice and Consentof theLorda Spiritual and Temporal, and Comma*, 
in this present Parliament assembly and by the Authority of the same 

THAT from and after the “ ^ 

Lord One thousand eight hundred and Thirty-seven , every personam 
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that part of the United Kingdom called Ireland, being Protestant 
and one of any class of people known and distinguished or calliuo- 
themselves by the name of Presbyterians, in any Court of Justice or 
other place whatsoever, and upon any occasion where, either by 
Common Law or any Act of Parliament now or hereafter to be made 5 
an Oath is or shall be required to be taken, shall, instead of the usual 
form, take his or her Oath in the form and words following ; that is 
by lifting up the right hand as a symbol of appeal to Almighty God 
and by swearing in His name in these words : 

“ I> being one of the people called Presby- 10 

terians, and having been such for the period of Twelve 
Months now last past, do solemnly and sincerely swear 
before Almighty God, and as I shall answer to Him at the 
great day of judgment, That,” et castcra. 

Which Oath so administered shall be adjudged and taken, and the 15 
same is hereby declared, to be of the same force and effect to all 
intents and purposes in all Courts of Justice and other places within 
the United Kingdom, and upon all occasions where by law an O&th 
is or shall be required to be taken, either by the Common Law or by 
any Act of Parliament now or hereafter to be made, as if the person 20 
so taking the same had made Oath in the usual form.- 

And be it Enacted by the Authority aforesaid, That every person 
who shall have taken such Oath as aforesaid, and shall be lawfully 
convicted of having therein wilfully, falsely and corruptly sworn anv 
matter or thing, which, if the same had been sworn in the usual form, 2 5 
would have amounted to wilful and corrupt perjury, shall incur the 
same penalties and forfeitures as by the laws and statutes of this 
realm are or may be enacted against persons convicted of wilful ancl 
corrupt perjury. 
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